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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 

GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 
CINCEUR FOR POLAD 

1. THE FOLLOWING APPROVED GUIDANCE WAS PROVIDED FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S USE AT NOON BRIEFING OCTOBER 30: 

Q. WHAT IS THE U.S. POSITION ON PRESIDENT SADAT'S REQUEST 
THAT THE U.S., USSR, AND UN SECRETARY GENERAL BEGIN 
IMMEDIATE CONSULTATIONS ON RESUMING THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 
IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE? 

A. THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY HAVE REPEATEDLY SAID WE 
ARE DETERMINED TO ADVANCE THE NEGOTIATIONS TOWARD A FINAL 
PEACE. HOW BEST TO DO THIS IS ONE OF THE MAIN SUBJECTS OF 
T DISCUSSIONS WITH PRESIDENT SADAT AND FOREIGN MINISTER 
FAHMY. 
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WE ARE PREPARED TO WORK IN WHATEVER CONTEXT SEEMS MOST 
LIKELY TO ACHIEVE EARLY RESULTS. THAT, OF COURSE, COULD 
INCLUDE RESUMING THE WORK OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE IF ALL 
PARTIES AGREED. WE BELIEVE ALL THE PARTIES RECOGNIZE THE 
NEED TO PREPARE THE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE CAREFULLY, AND 
WE WILL ENGAGE IN ANY CONSULTATIONS THAT WILL SERVE THAT 
PURPOSE. 

Q. WHEN WILL YOU HOLD THESE CONSULTATIONS? 

A. WE HAVE ALREADY BEGUN CONSULTATIONS ON WHAT THE NEXT 
STEPS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BE, AND THESE TALKS ARE 
CONTINUING. 
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Q. WHAT IS YOUR REACTION TO PRESIDENT SADAT’S REPEATING 
HIS CALL AT THE UN YESTERDAY FOR PLO PARTICIPATION IN A 
RESUMED GENEVA CONFERENCE? 

A. OUR POSITION REMAINS AS IT HAS BEEN STATED BY THE 
SECRETARY: 

QUOTE UNTIL THE PLO ACCEPTS THE EXISTENCE OF THE STATE 
OF ISRAEL AND ACCEPTS SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 242 
AND 338, THE U.S. HAS NO DECISION TO MAKE, BECAUSE WE CAN- 
NOT ENCOURAGE A NEGOTIATING PROCESS BETWEEN PARTIES 
ONE OF WHICH WANTS TO DESTROY THE OTHER AND HAS AS ITS 
AVOWED POLICY TO DESTROY THE OTHER. END QUOTE 

HOWEVER, QUOTE WE ARE FULLY AWARE THAT THERE WILL BE NO 
PERMANENT PEACE UNLESS IT CONCLUDES ARRANGEMENTS THAT 
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. END QUOTE 

Q. WHAT WOULD BE THE EFFECT OF THE UNGA RESOLUTION 
SADAT ASKED FOR ON THE NECESSITY FOR PLO REPRESENTATION 
AT GENEVA? 

A. WE HAVE REPEATEDLY SAID THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS MUST 
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE 
PALESTINIANS. THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE TO WHICH THE PARTICIPANTS HAVE AGREED STATE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THAT EXPANDING PARTICIPATION IN THE CONFERENCE WILL BE 
DECIDED BY MEMBERS OF THE CONFERENCE. ONE OF THE 
SUBJECTS TO BE DEALT WITH IN CONSULTATIONS LEADING TO 
RESUMPTION OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE WILL BE HOW TO DEAL 
WITH THE QUESTION OF PARTICIPATION. 

Q. WERE WE INFORMED IN ADVANCE OF THE POSITIONS PRESI- 
DENT SADAT TOOK? 

. O. 

2. EXCERPTS FROM THE NOON BRIEFING OCTOBER 30 FOLLOW: 

Q. MANY OF US HAVE SEEN A STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO 
AMBASSADOR TOON AT A LUNCHEON IN ISRAEL YESTERDAY, AND I 
WAS JUST WONDERING IF THAT IS AN ACCURATE - APPARENTLY 
THAT IS A HEBREW TRANSLATION OF HIS REMARKS. I WAS JUST 
WONDERING IF THIS WAS AN ACCURATE REPORT OF HIS REMARKS. 

A. WE HAVE JUST READ THE SAME FBIS REPORT THAT YOU HAVE. 
AS OF THIS MOMENT, THIS IS ALL WE HAVE SEEN. I CANNOT 
TELL YOU WHETHER IT IS ACCURATE OR NOT. WE ARE IN THE 
PROCESS RIGHT NOW OF ASKING AMBASSADOR TOON TO LET US 
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KNOW RIGHT AWAY WHAT HE AVTUALLY SAID-BECAUSE AS YOU 
RIGHTLYHLOINTED OUT, THE FBIS AT THE END THERE NOTES THAT 
HIS COMMENTS IN ENGLISH WERE INDISTINCT, AND SO WHAT HAS 
BEEN REPORTED BY FBIS IS A HEBREW TRANSLATION OF WHAT HE 
ALLEGEDLY SAID. I FRANKLY WANT TO WAIT UNTIL WE GET 
SOMETHING. 

Q. THERE WAS ANOTHER REPORT FROM BEIRUT TODAY SAYING 
THAT SYRIAN FORVES WERE SORT OF MOVING TOWARD THE 
LEBANESE BORDER AND THAT ISRAEL WAS MOBILIZING FORCES ON 
ITS BORDER WITH LEBANON. ARE THESE CONFIRMED HERE? 

A. I HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO CONFIRMATION OR INFORMATION ON 
EITHER OF THOSE COUNTS, EITHER WITH REGARD TO ANY 
ISRAELI MOBILIZATION OR ANY MOVEMENT OF SYRIAN FORCES, 
BERNIE. 

Q. BOB, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE FBIS AVCOUNT IS AN 
ACCURATE STATEMENT OF WHAT AMBASSADOR TOON SAID, IS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THAT AN ACCURATE STATEMENT OF U.S. POLICY? 

A. LET ME JUST REITERATE. WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT AMBASSA- 
DOR TOON MIGHT HAVE SAID. BUT WITH REGARD TO THE 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH SYRIA, FOR EXAMPLE, WHICH IS ONE OF 
THE THINGS MENTIONED IN THE FBIS REPORT, I THINK YOU, 

FROM ALL THE STATEMENTS THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS BEEN 
MAKING AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS BEEN MAKING— I THINK 
THE PRESIDENT’S LATEST STATEMENT, WHICH CERTAINLY 
REFERS TO THE POSSIBILITY OF ANOTHER SYRIAN-ISRAELI AGREE- 
MENT AS A POSSIBILITY. ANOTHER POINT: AS WE SAID UP IN 
NEW YORK AT THE BEGINNING OF OCTOBER, AND THIS REMAINS 
IN EFFECT, WE REMAIN IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH BOTH PARTIES 
HERE, AND WE ARE NOT CHARACTERIZING THE POSITION OF EITHER 
SIDE HERE. WE ALL KNOW WHAT THE PUBLIC ATTITUDES OF 
BOTH PARTIES ARE TOWARDS THE POSSIBILITY OF AN AGREEMENT. 
WE WILL DO EVERYTHING WE CAN POSSIBLY DO TO TRY AND 
ENCOURAGE ANOTHER STEP IN THE PROCESS BETWEEN SYRIA AND 
ISRAEL. 

Q. TO GO BACK TO THE TOON MATTER, THERE IS A STORY OUT 
OF HAIFA BY UPI WHICH IS IN ENGLISH, NOT IN HEBREW; AND 
IT HAS QUOTATIONS IN ENGLISH, WHICH I ASSUME THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT HAS SEEN, WHICH ARE MORE AMPLIFIED THAN 
THE FBIS VERSION WHICH IS TRANSLATED FROM HEBREW. THE 
VERSION IN ENGLISH AS REPORTED BY UPI, REFERRING TO 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S REMARKS, AS I AM SURE YOU KNOW, SAID, 

"I CAN TELL YOU IN ALL FRANKNESS THAT I WAS VERY MUCH 
SURPRISED AT HIS REMARKS AND FOUND THEM TOTALLY UNCALLED 
FOR. I DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY PRESIDENT SADAT, WHO AT 
TIMES HAS SHOWN A CERTAIN DIPLOMATIC FINESSE, HAS CHOSEN 
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TO EMBARRASS THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND MY 
COUNTRY IN THIS WAY. I THINK THAT IN TIME PRESIDENT SADAT 
WILL RECOGNIZE THAT HE MADE A MISTAKE." 

NOW, I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU FOR A COMMENT ON THOSE 
REMARKS, IF THAT REPRESENTS THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S VIEW, 
ALSO? 

A. IN ALL HONESTY, I HAVEN'T SEEN THAT ONE. I HAD 
BETTER, OBVIOUSLY READ IT. WITH REGARD TO MAC TOON'S - 
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STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO AMBASSADOR TOON, I HAVE SAID 
WE HAVE ASKED HIM TO LET US KNOW WHAT HE SAID. I THINK, 
OBVIOUSLY, UNTIL WE GET SOMETHING FROM MAC TOON, IT IUST 
WOULD NOT BE VERY SENSIBLE FOR ME TO - 

Q. DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE ANY COMMENT OF ITS OWN 
ON THE COMMENTS OF PRESIDENT SADAT AT THE PRESS CLUB 
MONDAY REGARDING ZIONISM? 

A. NO. I THINK ON THE QUESTION OF ZIONISM, OUR OWN VIEW 
HAS BEEN MADE ABUNDANTLY CLEAR. I DO NOT HAVE ANY 
DIRECT COMMENTS AT ALL ON PRESIDENT SADAT'S COMMENTS THAT 
HE MADE IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION AT THE NATIONAL PRESS 
CLUB. 

Q. THERE IS ANOTHER ASPECT OF THAT TOON THING, WHETHER IT 
IS ACCURATELY REPORTED OR NOT. I WOULD LIKE TO READ TO 
YOU AND ASK YOU IF THIS IS REFLECTIVE OF U.S. POLICY. 

IT IS: "AT THIS PARTICULAR MOMENT, THERE IS NO REASON 
FOR FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN LEBANON. BUT IF THE SYRIANS 
OR OTHER OUTSIDE FORCES SHOULD MOVE AGAINST LEBANON, 

THEN THE SITUATION WILL BE TOTALLY DIFFERENT, AND ONE 
CANNOT SAY NOW WHAT EITHER THE UNITED STATES OR ISRAEL 
MIGHT DO. IT WILL DEPEND ON CIRCUMSTANCES PREVAILING AT 
THE TIME." ACCURACY OF THE TRANSLATION ASIDE, IS THIS AN 
ACCURATE REFLECTION OF UNITED STATES POLICY IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST NOW? 

A. NO. WITH REGARD TO LEBANON, WE HAVE REITERATED IT 
HERE MANY TIMES WHAT OUR ATTITUDE IS, AND QUOTING WHAT THE 
SECRETARY SAID UP IN NEW YORK AND WHAT I ALSO SAID UP IN 
NEW YORK. AND WITH REGARD TO THIS PARTICULAR ASPECT, 

THIS IS NOT SOMETHING WHICH WE HAVE GIVEN ANY CONSIDERA- 
TION TO AT ALL. I MEAN THIS IS - 

Q. INTERVENTION? 

A. YES. THAT IS ALL I CAN TELL YOU. WE REMAIN IN VERY 
CLOSE TOUCH, AS I HAVE BEEN SAYING HERE, WITH THE 
LEBANESE GOVERNMENT DIPLOMATICALLY. 
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Q. I WANT TO ASK A FOLLOW-UP TO THAT, IF I CAN. 

A. SURE. 

Q. YOU HAVE BEEN URGING RESTRAINT ON ALL THE PARTIES 
INVOLVED, WHICH WOULD IMPLY THAT IF THEY DON'T EXERCISE 
RESTRAINT THAT YOU WOULD HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY OR DO 
THEREAFTER. YOU ARE JUST URING RESTRAINT AND STOP THERE? 
YOU HAVE NO PLAN BEYOND URGING RESTRAINT? 

A. NO. WHAT I JUST SAID, I THINK, STANDS ON ITS OWN. 

Q. BOB, TO PUT IT A DIFFERENT WAY, WHEN YOU REFER US 
TO THE NEW YORK REMARKS. YOU ARE REFERRING TO THE 
GENERAL POYITION THAT OTHER FORCES SHOULD KEEP THEIR 
HANDS OFF LEBANON. WE UNDERSTAND THAT. WHAT AMBASSA- 
DOR TOON IS TALKING ABOUT IS, IF IT SHOULD TURN OUT THAT 
OTHER FORCES DO NOT KEEP THEIR HANDS OFF LEBANON, WE HAVE 
TO CONSIDER WHAT TO DO NEXT. WHICH SEEMS TO MAKE A WHOLE 
LOT OF SENSE. ARE YOU SAYING - YOU KNOW, YOU ARE NOT 
RESPONDING TO THAT BY STATING OUR GENERAL POSITION 
AGAINST INTERVENTION. SHOULD THEY INTERVENE, WILL THERE 
BE RECONSIDERATION OF WHAT WE SHOULD DO. AND WILL WHAT 
WE DO BE PLANNED JOINTLY WITH ISRAEL, WHICH IS WHAT TOON 
IS SAYING? 

A. I DO NOT KNOW WHAT TOON SAID. I WAS ASKED TO 
ADDRESS MYSELF TO THIS QUESTION, QUITE APART FROM 
WHAT TOON MAY HAVE SAID. AND I BELIEVE I MENTIONED 
YESTERDAY IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION, I RESPONDED IN ANSWER 
TO A QUESTION ABOUT OUR VIEW ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF 
INTERVENTION BY OUTSIDE FORCES. AND I THINK MY RESPONSE 
WAS THAT WE DID NOT CONSIDER THAT THIS WAS A - YOU CAN 
GET THE TRANSCRIPT OF WHAT I SAID - A LIKELY POSSIBILITY; 
THAT WE DID NOT ENVISAGE THIS. I WOULD RATHER JUST STICK 

WITH THE LANGUAGE THAT I USED YESTERDAY ON THIS. AND NOW 
I AM TELLING YOU THAT WE HAVE NOT GIVEN ANY CONSIDERATION 
TO THE TYPE OF POSSIBILITY THAT WAS RAISED JUST NOW IN 
REFERRING TO WHAT MAC TOON ALLEGEDLY SAID. I DON'T 
REALLY SEE HOW I CAN GO ANY FURTHER. 
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Q. FINE. AS LEBANON CONTINUES TO DISINTEGRATE, YOU 

STILL SEE AT THIS MOMENT NO LIKELIHOOD OF INTERVENTION BY 

SYRIA. 
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A. AS OF TODAY, I STILL DO NOT SEE THE LPKELIHOOD OF 
OUTSIDE INTERVENTION, AND WE OBVIOUSLY WOULD NOT WANT TO 
SEE ANY SUCH INTERVENTION TAKE PLACE. WND I MIGHT ADD 
HERE ON LEBANON, BECAUSE YESTERDAY YOU ASKED ME ABOUT 
WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO DO TO HELP THEM WITH REGARD TO 
THE CURRENT SITUATION, AND THE LEBANESE PROBLEM, OF 
COURSE, IS FUNDAMENTALLY, AS I THINK I INDICATED 
YESTERDAY, AN INTERNAL LEBANESE ONE, AND THERE ARE VERY 
CLEAR LIMITS ON THE HELP THAT CAN BE GIVEN BY 
ANOTHER GOVERNMENT. BUT, AS I SAID YESTERDAY, AND 
EARLIER TODAY, WE HAVE BEEN ACTIVELY CONSULTING WITH OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS WHO SHARE OUR CONCERN AND AS TO WHAT WE AND 
THEY CAN DO TO HELP. 

Q. WHICH GOVERNMENTS ARE THEY? 

A. WELL, THE GOVERNMENTS THAT - I MEAN, ISRAEL, SYRIA - 
THE GOVERNMENTS THAT ARE BORDERING ON LEBANON. 

Q. SAUDI ARABIA? 

A. I WOULD IMAGINE THAT SAUDI ARABIA - I HAVE NOT GOT A 
SPECIFIC LIST HERE. I KNOW WE HAVE BEEN CONSULTING, FOR 
EXAMPLE, WITH THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT, BECAUSE WE KNOW 
THAT PRESIDENT SADAT AND PRESIDENT FORD DISCUSSED THE 
SITUATION IN LEBANON TWO OR THREE DAYS AGO. 

Q. JORDAN? 

A. I WOULD IMAGINE JORDAN. AS I SAY, I DO NOT HAVE A 
SPECIFIC LIST, BUT THAT WOULD BE AN ENTIRELY LOGICAL 
ASSUMPTION, FRANKLY. 

Q. I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE IT BACK TO TOON FOR A SECOND, 
ALTHOUGH IT IS IN THE SAMEAREA. DID THE DEPARTMENT SEND 
OUT ANY MESSAGES TO TOON OR ANY OTHER AMERICAN 
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AMBASSADORS IN THE MIDDLE EAST NOT TO SAY ANYTHING AT ALL 
ABOUT ANYTHING SADAT MIGHT SAY DURING HIS VISIT HERE? 

A. I AM UNAWARE OF ANY SUCH MESSAGE. 

Q. DO YOU KNOW WHETHER THERE IS GOING TO BE ANY 
REPRIMAND FOR TOON FOR TALKING OUT? 

A. LET'S WAIT AND SEE - GET A REPLY TO THE MESSAGE 
THAT WE ARE SENDING OUT TO SEE WHAT HE SAID. I AM NOT 
PREPARED TO SAY THAT THE QUESTION OF A REPRIMAND IS EVEN 
IN ORDER. I THINK WE JQST HAVE TO WAIT. 

Q. IS IT STATE DEPARTMENT POLICY TO INQUIRE FROM AN 
AMBASSADOR WHAT HE MIGHT HAVE SAID IN ANY INTERVIEW OR 
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IS THIS A SPECIAL CASE? 

A. WE DON'T DO THIS ALL THE TIME, BUT IF SOMETHING COMES 
IN THE PRESS HERE AND WE HAVE NOT KNOWN ABOUT THE - WELL, 
THIS WAS NOT AN INTERVIEW. I THINK IT WAS IN ANSWER TO A 
QUESTION AT THE END OF A LUNCHEON SPEECH. AND, YOU 
KNOW, AMBASSADORS DO THIS ALL OVER THE WORLD, AND IF 
QUESTIONS COME UP SUCH AS OBVIOUSLY HAVE ARISEN NOW IN 
LIGHT OF THESE PRESS REPORTS, SURE WE WILL SEND OUT WORD 
AND ASK. 

Q. I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU A DIRECT QUESTION. WERE THE 
REMARKS MADE BY PRESIDENT SADAT REGARDED AS EMBARRASSING 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OR THE SECRETARY? 
WHICH IS WHAT THE ISSUE IS HERE. AND THAT IS NOT ZIONISM 
ALONE BY THE WAY. 

A. I HAVE NO COMMENTS ON THE REMARKS THAT PRESIDENT 
SADAT HAS MADE DURING HIS VISIT HERE IN WASHINGTON. I 
JUST HAVE NO COMMENT. 

Q. BOB, DO I UNDERSTAND YOU TO SAY THAT YOU HAD SENT A 
MESSAGE TO AMBASSADOR TOON TO FIND OUT WHAT HE SAILD 
ONLY AFTER THERE WERE PRESS QUERIES ABOUT THIS REPORT? 

A. YES. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 10 STATE 258322 

Q. DOES HE NORMALLY SEND, DOES AN AMBASSADOR, NORMALLY 
REPORT BACK TO WASHINGTON, WHAT HE SAYS? 

A. YES. 

Q. AND YOU DON'T HAVE IT ON THIS CASE? 

A. NO, WE DO NOT. FOR ALL I KNOW, THE MESSAGES MAY 
CROSS. WE MAY BE GETTING A TELEGRAM IN ON WHAT HE SAID 
THAT MAY CROSS. 

Q. WHEN DID THAT MESSAGE WITH THE REQUEST FOR 
INFORMATION GO OUT, CAN YOU TELL US THAT? WHEN DID THE 
DEPARTMENT'S REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON WHAT TOON SAID 
LEAVE THIS BUILDING? 

A. I AM NOT SURE. IT MAY BE IN THE PROCESS OF GOING OUT 
NOW. WE ONLY GOT THE FBIS - I SAW IT, WHAT, AN HOUR 
AND A HALF AGO, TWO HOURS AGO, I THINK. SO I CANNOT TELL 
YOU. IT HAS BEEN SINCE WE RECEIVED THE FBIS REPORT. AND 
NOW THIS OTHER ONE HAS BEEN MENTIONED, WHICH I OBVIOUSLY 
WANT TO SEE. 
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Q. BOB, THERE IS AN AP STORY HERE, QUOTING THE SYRIAN 
SPOKESMAN IN DAMASCUS IN REFERENCE TO WHAT IS DESCRIBED 
AS A STATEMENT BY THE U.S. THAT IT URGED SYRIA AND 
ISRAEL TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT. 'THE U.S. KNOWS VERY WELL 
SYRIA IS NOT INTERVENING. IF WASHINGTON MAKES SUCH 
DOUBTFUL STATEMENTS, IT IS ONLY TO COVER ITS OWN 
INTERVENTION, TOGETHER WITH THAT OF ISRAEL AND EGYPT, 

TO MAKE THE SITUATION IN LEBANON SO TENSE.' 

COULD YOU TELL US ANYTHING BY WAY OF REACTION TO THAT? 

A. I DO NOT HAVE ANY REACTION TO THAT. I HAVE ADDRESSED 
THE QUESTION, SHALL WE SAY, IN ANSWER TO AN EARLIER 
QUESTION. 

Q. JUST TO COVER ITS OWN INTERVENTION. IT SAYS SO, IN 
FACT. COULD YOU ADDRESS THAT PHRASE? 
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A. I DPD EARLIER. I SAID THAT THERE IS ABSOLUTELY 
NO CONSIDERATION BEING GIVEN TO THIS TYPE OF ACTION. 

AND I SAID THIS EARLIER. 

Q. BOB, ON A RELATED MATTER, CBS RADIO YESTERDAY - 
I DON'T KNOW IF IT WAS ON TELEVISION ALSO - LATE IN THE 
DAY HAD A REPORT FROM WASHINGTON THAT SAID THAT COMMERCE 
SECRETARY MORTON HAD DECIDED TO PUBLICIZE A NEW 
DECISION WHICH WOULD IN EFFECT TAKE THE COMMERCE DEPART- 
MENT OUT OF THE BUSINESS OF CIRCULATING INFORMATION ABOUT 
BUSINESS OFFERS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

A. BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES? 

Q. - BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES IN WHICH THERE WAS ANY 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST ANY AMERICANS INVOLVED, BUT THAT 
HE HAD BEEN TOLD TO HOLD UP ON THIS ANNOUNCEMENT BY 
SECRETARY KISSINGER UNTIL PRESIDENT SADAT LEFT THE COUNTRY. 

A. I NEVER HEARD OF IT. 

Q. CAN YOU CHECK ON IT? 

A. YES, I WILL CHECK ON IT, BUT IT IS THE FIRST I HEARD 
OF IT. 

Q. WHILE WE ARE ON THE SUBJECT OF HOLDING UP UNTIL SADAT 
LEAVES THE COUNTRY, WHAT ABOUT THESE REPORTS THAT FIRST, 
THE ARMS SUPPLIES TO ISRAEL HAVE BEEN SLOWED DOWN SO 
AS NOT TO EMBARRASS SADAT; AND, SECONDLY, THAT THE CARGO, 
THE ISRAELI CARGO, THAT WAS TO MOVE THROUGH THE 
SUEZ CANAL UNDER THREE SEPARATE AGREEMENTS AND STILL 
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HASN'T, IS BEING HELD UP AT LEAST UNTIL THE PRESIDENT 
I EAVES THE COUNTRY. IS THERE ANY TRUTH TO THOSE REPORTS? 

A. ON THE FIRST REPORT, I AM TOLD THAT THAT REPORT IS 
NOT ACCURATE ON THE QUESTION OF HOLD UP. THAT IS THE 
ONLY THING I HAVE BEEN INFORMED THERE. WITH REGARD TO 
THE CARGO, I SAW A REPORT TODAY - I THINK IT WAS FROM 
A TRANSPORT MINISTRY SPOKESMAN - SAYING THAT A CARGO 
SHIP WITH ISRAELI CARGO ABOARD WOULD GO THROUGH THE 
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CANAL TOMORROW. I CANNOT CONFIRM THE EXACT TIMING. THAT 
IS SOMETHING OBVIOUSLY THAT ONE WOULD HAVE TO GET 
CONFIRMATION OF FROM THE PARTIES. BUT, AS WE KNOW, THE 
AGREEMENT, THE LATEST AGREEMENT, PROVIDES FOR THE TRANSIT 
OF ISRAELI CARGO THROUGH THE CANAL. WE ARE AWARE OF THE 
ARRANGEMENTS BEING MADE TO IMPLEMENT THIS PART OF THE 
AGREEMENT, BUT I THINK IT IS NOT APPROPRIATE FOR ME TO 
CONFIRM THE DETAILS OF, SAY, THE FIRST OR SUBSEQUENT 
PASSAGES. BUT I SUPPOSE THE SHORT ANSWER TO YOUR 
QUESTION IS THAT WE ARE UNAWARE OF ANY DECISION BY EITHER 
OF THE PARTIES TO HOLD UP ON HAVING CARGO GO THROUGH 
WHILE THE PRESIDENT OF EGYPT IS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Q. IN DESCRIBING THE FIRST REPORT ABOUT THE ARMS HOLD-UP 
AS INACCURATE, ARE YOU OBJECTING TO THE WORD "HOLD-UP?" 
WOULD YOU ACCEPT SOME OTHER WORD INDPCATING THE SLOW- 
DOWN, LIKE A DELAY OR - 

A. I HAVE NOT GOT THE GUIDANCE IN FRONT OF ME, BUT AS I 
RECALL IT, I WAS INFORMED THAT THIS IS NOT TRUE. THERE 
IS NO HOLD-UP WITH REGARD TO THE DELIVERY OF ARMS TO 
ISRAEL. AND THEN THE LAST PART OF THE GUIDANCE GAVE ME 
WHAT THE SECRETARY SAID ON THIS SUBJECT AT THE TIME 
SHIMON PEREZ WAS HERE. 

Q. WELL, "HOLD-UP" IMPLIES A DELIBERATE ACTION. 

A. THERE IS NO DELIBERATE ACTION. NOW, THE QUESTION OF 
THE AVAILABILITY OF MATERIEL, AVAILABILITY OF SHIPS, 
WHETHER TO GET IT FROM AN INLAND POINT TO A PORT, MAYBE 
THERE ARE SOME TECHNICAL QUESTIONS THERE. I JUST DO 
NOT KNOW. BUT THERE IS NO HOLD-UP, IF YOU WANT TO USE 
THE PEJORATIVE SENSE OF THAT WORD. 

Q. WHAT IS THE U.S. POSITION ON PRESIDENT SADAT'S 
PROPOSAL YESTERDAY THAT A RESOLUTION BE PASSED IN THE 
UN ACCEPTING, ASKING THAT THE PLO BE ADMITTED AS A MEMBER 
OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE? 

A. WELL, I THINK WITH REGARD TO THE PLO THAT OUR 
POSITION REMAINS AS IT HAS BEEN STATED BY SECRETARY 
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KISSINGER. I WOULD LIKE TO JUST GO OVER FOR THE RECORD 
HERE, I THINK, A VERY FULL EXPLANATION OF THAT POSITION 
WHICH DOES REMAIN, AND THAT IS UNTIL THE PLO ACCEPTS 
THE EXISTENCE OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL AND ACCEPTS THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338, THE UNITED STATE 
S HAS NO DECISION TO MAKE BECAUSE WE CANNOT ENCOURAGE A 
NEGOTIATING PROCESS BETWEEN PARTIES, ONE OF WHICH WANTS TO 
DESTROY THE OTHER, AND HAS AS ITS AVOWED POLICY TO 
DESTROY THE OTHER. HOWEVER, WE ARE FULLY AWARE THAT THERE 
WILL BE NO PERMANENT PEAVE UNLESS IT INCLUDES ARRANGE- 
MENTS THAT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF 
THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. 

Q. ON THE FIRST POINT, WHEN YOU SAY, "UNTIL IT ACCEPTS 
THE EXISTENCE OF ISRAEL," DO YOU MEAN FUTURE AS WELL AS 
CURRENT EXISTENCE OF ISRAEL? 

A. SURE. 

Q. ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON IS UP BEFORE THE SENATE 
FOREIGN RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE TODAY, AND I WOULD LIKE TO 
RE-ASK THE STATE OF THE U.S. CONCERN ABOUT THE 
SITUATION IN LEBANON. IS THERE INCREASED ANXIETY TODAY? 

HAS THE SITUATION ABATED? WHAT IS THE U.S. TEMPERATURE 
ON THIS SITUATION IN LEBANON? 

A. OBVIOUSLY, WE REMAIN CONCERNED ABOUT THE SITUATION 
THERE. AS YOU KNOW, ANOTHER CEASE-FIRE WAS ANNOUNCED 
THERE THIS MORNING. SOME FIRING IS CONTINUING, AND ONLY 
TIME WILL TELL IF THIS LATEST CEASE-FIRE WILL TAKE HOLD. 

WE OBVIOUSLY WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE FIGHTING END, AND A 
PROCESS OF POLITICAL COMPROMISE, IF YOU WILL, AND 
ACCOMMODATION TAKE PLACE. AND WE WOULD HOPE THAT ALL THE 
FACTIONS THERE WOULD SHOW THE MODERATION AND SPIRIT OF 

COMPROMISE THAT WOULD SEEM TO BE NECESSARY IF AN END 
TO THE VIOLENCE AND A NEW BASIS OF STABILITY IS TO BE 
FOUND. AND OUR OBJECTIVE, AS WE HAVE SAID BEFORE HERE, 

IS TO SEE THAT A SOLUTION WILL PRESERVE - AND YOU HAVE 
HEARD THESE WORDS MANY TIMES BEFORE - THE INDEPENDENCE AND 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF LEBANON AND ITS NATIONAL UNITY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AND COHESION. 

TO GIVE YOU A SLIGHT UPDATE ON THE QUESTION OF 
AMERICANS THAT HAVE BEEN LEAVING, THIS QUESTION OF 
AMERICANS LEAVING IS STILL IN PROGRESS, AND THE EMBASSY 
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HAS TOLD US EARLIER TODAY THAT 233 OFFICIAL AMERICANS, 
MOST OF THESE BEING DEPENDENTS, HAVE LEFT. 

NOW, WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE WORD, FINAL WORD, FROM 
LEBANON ON THE TOTAL FIGURES OF THOSE WHO WILL HAVE LEFT 
BY THE END OF TODAY OVER THERE. BECAUSE YOU REMEMBER 
YESTERDAY I TOLD YOU THAT WE ESTIMATED THERE WOULD 
PROBABLY BE ABOUT 175, TOTAL AMERICANS. SO, WE STILL 
EXPECT THE FIGURE TO GET DOWN TO ABOUT THAT, WHEN WE GET 
THE FINAL WORD ON TODAY'S DEPARTURES. NOW, THIS DOES NOT 
MEAN THAT THERE WILL NOT BE SUBSEQUENT DEPARTURES OF 
BOTH OFFICIAL AND NON-OFFICIAL AMERICANS IN THE COUNTRY. 

Q. DO YOU SEE THE PALESTINIANS OR THE PLO TAKING AN 
INCREASINGLY ACTIVE ROLE IN THE FIGHTING IN LEBANON? 

A. I CANNOT REALLY ANSWER THAT. I HAVE NO EVIDENCE WHICH 
WOULD INDICATE THAT THEY ARE. I JUST DO NOT KNOW. 

Q. ARE THERE ANY OTHER REPORTS OF ANY SOVIET ROLE IN 
LEBANON? 

A. I HAVE HEARD NO REPORTS OF ANY SOVIET ROLE IN 
LEBANON. 

Q. IF SYRIA WERE TO INTERVENE, WHAT WOULD THE UNITED 
STATES DO? 

A. WELL, WE ARE GOING BACK NOW TO THE EARLIER DIALOGUE 
WE HAD HERE. I THINK I WOULD RATHER JUST LEAVE ITTHAT 
WE DO NOT FEEL THAT THERE IS A PRESENT LIKELIHOOD OF 
INTERVENTION FROM THE OUTSIDE INTO LEBANON, AND WE 
CERTAINLY HOPE THAT THERE WOULD NOT BE. WE FEEL THAT THE 
WAY TO SOLVE THIS, ABOUT THE ONLY WAY TO SOLVE THIS 
SITUATION, IS TO HAVE THE PARTIES CONCERNED WITHIN 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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LEBANON, THE FACTIONS CONCERNED, ARRIVE AT A COMPROMISE. 
IN ORDER TO DO THIS, THEY ALL WILL HAVE TO SHOW SOME 
MODERATION. I JUST TO NOT WANT TO SPECULATE ON SOMETHING 
THAT WE DO NOT ENVISAGE IS GOING TO HAPPEN. 

Q. I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU WHETHER THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
CONSIDERS THE PALESTINIANS INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL, AND TO 
KEEP BEATING THIS ISSUE TO DEATH - YOU KEEP TALKING 
ABOUT AN INTERNAL RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM. AND, THERE 
ARE SOME GRAY AREAS THERE WHICH I THINK ALL OF US WOULD 
LIKE TO PURSUE WITH ROY (ATHERTON), OR SOMEBODY. WE 
HAVE NOTS OF QUESTIONS, PARTICULARLY ABOUT LEBANON. 

A. I HAVE TALKED WITH ROY ABOUT THIS, AS I PROMISED YOU 
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I WOULD YESTERDAY, AND HE DOES NOT FEEL THAT AT THIS 
TIME THAT HE WANTS TO COME DOWN AND DISCUSS LEBANON 
BECAUSE OF THE DELICACY OF THE SITUATION THERE. 

Q. WOULD YOU ASK, THEN, WHETHER THE PALESTINIANS ARE AN 
INTERNAL OR AN EXTERNAL FORCE IN LEBANON? AND IF YOU 
CAN GET AN ANSWER, WILL YOU TELL US ABOUT IT? 

A. OKAY. 

(THE FOLLOWING ANSWER WAS POSTED FOR THE PRESS SUBSEQUENT 
TO THE BRIEFING: 

A. THE LEBANESE SITUATION IS COMPLEX AS WELL AS DELICATE. 
THERE ARE A NUMBER OF ELEMENTS WHOSE COOPERATION SEEMS TO 
BE NECESSARY FOR THE PROCESS OF NON-VIOLENT POLPTICAL 
ACCOMMODATION TO TAKE HOLD AND NOW IS NOT THE TIME FOR 
OPINIONS REGARDING THE ROLES OR 
POSITIONS OF THESE 

VARIOUS ELEMENTS. THIS IS AN INTERNAL MATTER AND CAN 

BEST BE AMELIORATED BY ACCOMMODATION AMONG THE ELEMENTS 

CONCERNED.) 

KISSINGER 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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